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VWhat is the National Register of Historic Places?

The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) is the official
national list of historic properties in America worthy of preserva-
tion. Through the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the
National Park Service’s NRHP is part of a national program to
coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify,
evaluate, and protect America’s historic and archeological
resources.

VWhat is the State Register of Historic Places?

The State Register of Historic Places (SRHP) is Wisconsin’s
official list of state properties worthy of preservation. The
SRHP was established in 1989 and is managed by the Division
of Historic Preservation at the Wisconsin Historical Society. The
state register uses the same criteria for listing as the National
Register except that the special considerations are not applicable.

The Marshfield Register

Several individual properties as well as five districts comprising
hundreds of properties are listed in both the SRHP and the
NRHP in Marshfield. The districts include the Central Avenue
Historic District, Pleasant Hill Residential Historic District,
Upham House Historic District, West Fifth Street — West Sixth
Street Historic District and the West Park Street Historic District.
The individual properties listed include the Central Wisconsin
State Fair Round Barn, Marshfield Senior High School, Willard
D. Purdy Junior High and Vocational School, Governor William
H. Upham House and the Wahle — Laird House.

/V\arsl*nfielcl Historic Preservation Committee

The Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) is made up of seven
members appointed by the mayor and approved by Common
Council; one architect, one historian, one plan commission
member, and three citizens. The HPC serves to recommend

and designate historic structures, sites, and districts as well as
review, recommend, and approve legislation and programs that
benefit historic preservation.
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Wa”eing Tour Brochure Series
l)y the Marshfield Historic

Preservation Committee:

e Central Avenue Historic District

e Pleasant Hill Residential Historic District

e Upham House Historic District

e West Fifth Street — West Sixth Street Historic District
e West Park Street Historic District

For more information contact:
Historic Preservation Committee
630 S. Central Avenue

P.O. Box 727

Marshfield, WI 54449
http://ci.marshfield.wi.us/historic/

Department of Planning and Economic Development
(715) 486-2074

Funded in part by: Main Street Marshfield, Inc.
Marshfield Convention and Visitors Bureau

A grant from the Wisconsin Humanities Council,

with funds from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the State of Wisconsin, and Jeffris Family
Foundation

Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations
expressed in this project do not necessarily represent
those of the National Endowment for the Humanities

‘Aem-Jo-1y3ur orpqnd

U1 woaj Ajuo sanradoid asayy marA ased[q ‘Awradoid

deand uo 3urssedsan proae pue Adearid SI9UMO AY)

10adsax ases[q -orqnd ay) 03 uado jou 1B PUB SAOUIP

-1591 9)eALId QIR SIOLNSI(] Y} UI SAsNOY Y} JO ISOIN
S,006 1 Ale ‘Auedwo) Jesusp pue JaquinT sippoy

'SPOOYI0QUSIAN OLIOISTH S PIOLYSIB
U3noay} [[01S NOA se Wil Ul Jorq 109[JoI pue
10LISI(] Yora JO KI0IS 9Y) peal 0] NOK 93-INOOUD AN

"$10L1)
-SIp U} UIYIIM SIS JLI0)SIY Isow ay} I1sed noA Juriq
[[IA s9Inol unyfem ay], ‘siurod Juniels ay) e J[qe
-[reAe st 3unyied j10ons uQ) papraoid are sawmn JInoj
PleWINSa pue SAdURISI(] "9INnoI Sunjem pue jurod
3unJiels papuawitiodal e paddewr aA oM Ino) Yora 10

"$108] 3UI)S

-I9)UI JOYJO pPUB UONBUWLIOJUI [eIN}OIydIe ‘sojoyd yim
parmes] are santadoid [BI9AS S90IN0SAT OLIOISIY

SI1 pue 1010SI(] 2y} Jo dewr © purj [[,nOA 2INYyd01q )

SpISU] "PIAYYSIBIN JO AIID Sy} U SJOSI OLOISIH
G JO [ JO 1n0) Sunjem papIn3-J[as B SI aINyd0Iq SIYJ,

81“[13018_ abl_l_ asm O_l_ N\OI_I_

Marshfield
Historic
District
Wa“eing

our

UPHAM MANSION



BrieF l\istory O{: the Upl‘nam /\/\ansion DiStl‘iCt: This residential historic neighborhood boasts the famous Italianate style Upham Mansion, plus 10 additional residential homes of various
Italianate, Queen Anne and Period Revival styles and a fine 1920’s Neo-Gothic Revival style church. The district is home to several houses that survived the Great Marshfield Fire of 1887, which
ironically started just one block North West of the district. These are the oldest buildings in Marshfield today.

1. 208 S. Chestnut Ave

The Neo-Gothic architecture was a design of A. A. Honeywell of
Indianapolis, Indiana. It was built in 1924 for &77,000 to replace the
clapboard-clad church built in 1878, which had burned down in 1885.
The church was built in a cruciform shape of reddish brown brick.
The arched window openings still retain their original stained-glass
windows. It is presently used as the Chestnut Avenue Center for the
Arts.

5. 215 W. 4th Street

This home was built on the grounds of the mansion stables in 1908 for
Charles J. Spar. It is typical American Foursquare architecture with a
full width enclosed front porch with both first and second story screened
porches at the back. The original clapboard siding is still beneath the
stucco that was placed on the home prior to 1974. Charles J. Spar
bought Banner Mills and renamed it Spar’s Cereal Mills.

2. 206 W. 3rd Street

This structure was the first Merrill H. Wheeler house, which embodies
the Queen Ann style of architecture, built in 1880. The Stick Style
two-story home had a decorative front gable. Mrs. Cora Kelly Wheeler

was the sister of Mrs. Mary Kelly Upham, wife of Governor William H.

Upham. Merrill H. Wheeler was the manager of the Upham Company
Store.

6. 209 W. 4th Street

The home of John Burns was a Queen Ann style home built between
1904 and 1912. John H. Burns was a conductor.

Map produced by: Department of Planning and Economic Development

Marshfield, Wisconsin

3. 211 W. 3rd Street

Built for James B. Bordon sometime between 1884 and 1887. This

Queen Ann style home had survived the Great Marshfield Fire in 1887.

Edgar A. and Lillian Guensburg lived in the house for several years.
Edgar was manager for The Fair Store. The building is now the home
of Studio 211.

7. 207 W. 4th Street

The second house of Merrill H. Wheeler was built between 1895 and
1900. With clapboard, wood shingle siding and a polygonal bay, this
was one of the first Queen Ann style homes of the area. It also had a
multi-gable roof and full width front porch.

4. 212 W. 3rd Street, Upham Mansion

This home was built in 1881 for Marshfield’s most prestigious citizen,
William H. Upham. This was the first home in Marshfield to have
electricity and running water. Listed on the National Register of
Historical Places, this restored home serves as the center for the North
Wood County Historical Society, and contains historical archives of
the community and the surrounding areas. Stop in and take a tour of
Upham family history. Step back in time to the Victorian era and
experience memorabilia from the Upham family and Marshfield itself.

8. 201 W. 4th Street

Home to Governor Upham’s nephew Frank R. Upham, this home was
built in 1882. It is an Italianate Style home with ornate bracketed
eaves, designed by T. F. Vannedom. Many of the architectural detail,
both inside and out, are exactly as seen with the Governor’s home.
This was also one of the few homes to survive the Great Marshfield
Fire.

Photos by: Ken Wood



